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Creating a Successful Presentation 

The following links give some useful tips on creating a digital presentation (the presentation file 

itself) and how to deliver the presentation (the presenter). 

Tips for creating iPad presentations 

5 Public speaking mistakes – designed for ‘gentlemen’ but does give some very good points 

Tips for presentation slides 

Tips on how to deliver a successful presentation (using whiteboard animation technique) 

Examples of good and bad presentations 

Confident public speaking – (it will appeal to learners!) 

10 tips for presenting 

9 presentation tips for students 
 

 

Considerations when creating a presentation 

There are several key elements to creating a successful and 

engaging digital presentation. Like me, I am sure you have been 

subjected to a presentation (or a presenter) which has failed to 

capture the interest of its audience. There are key things to think 

about when creating the presentation itself (regardless of the 

software used) and when delivering the presentation to an 

audience. Here are a few to discuss with learners. 

 

Planning is key. 

• Regardless of the vehicle used to deliver, the structure of any 

presentation is vital. What will go where? How will ideas link? 

Let's not forget good old fashioned paper and pen when planning a 

presentation. However, maybe use software such as 2Simple's 2Connect , freeware such 

as Freemind or online software such as Mindmup. There are several apps 

such Popplet which can also aid the planning process. 

• Practice and rehearse - but not to the point that the presentation seems over rephrased 

and unnatural. 

 

The most powerful part of any presentation is the presenter. 

• Any presentation is designed to accompany the presenter - an audience will naturally 

gravitate toward the person rather than the file! Presentation skills, therefore, are key; a 

perfect presentation can be delivered very badly. Likewise, a brilliant presenter can bring 

to life the most mundane of presentations. 

o Know your subject - do the research 

http://www.techrepublic.com/article/five-tips-for-creating-a-successful-presentation-with-an-ipad/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gxT_lM5_WrM
http://www.kidsdiscover.com/teacherresources/5-tips-for-better-presentation-slides/
http://www.kidsdiscover.com/teacherresources/5-tips-for-better-presentation-slides/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i68a6M5FFBc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S5c1susCPAE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tShavGuo0_E
https://www.theguardian.com/small-business-network/2014/nov/04/how-to-give-a-presentation-10-tips
http://presentationsoft.about.com/od/classrooms/tp/student_tips.htm
https://www.2simple.com/product/2connect
http://freemind.sourceforge.net/wiki/index.php/Main_Page
https://www.mindmup.com/#m%3Anew
https://itunes.apple.com/gb/app/popplet/id374151636?mt=8
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o Engage with the audience - smile, appear relaxed, interact with them now and then 

so that the process is two-way (ask a question or two), use humour if necessary and 

be passionate about your subject. 

o Give the audience time to digest what is on screen before you speak. Try to resist 

the temptation to re-read the text to the audience. 

 
Design and content is important 

There are some non-negotiables that learners should understand when creating presentations, 

irrespective of the software used or the content. I am sure we have all experienced a 

presentation that falls into one or more of these traps! 

• Too much text 

o Text is designed to accompany the presenter's 

words and should be key facts only. Too much 

text can detract from the presenter if the 

audience has to spend time reading. Think 

about key words, phrases, quotes or impact 

words that prompt thinking or reinforce a 

point. 

• Too many transitions or animations 

o Learners and adults often want to show their mastery of presentation software by 

using as many transitions and animations as possible. The key here is ‘less is 

more.’ Any animation should add to the presentation and be used for impact - for 

example, an animated key word or important image. Transitions between slides, if 

used at all, should be consistent all the way through. 

• A slide which is too busy 

o Too much content on a slide can be confusing. Any slide template should be 

simple, using simple colours and fonts which can be easily read! 


